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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



RECEIVED 

MAY 2 8 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97, ■ 
1.98, and it is requested that the information set forth in this statement and in the listed documents be 
considered during the pendency of the above-identified application and any other application relying 
on the filing date of the above identified application or cross-referencing it as a related application. 

[X]l. This IDS should be considered, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, as it is filed: 

[] A. within three months of the filing date of the above identified national application 
or within three months of the entry into the national stage of the above-identified international 
application. 



[] B. before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 



[X] C. after (A) and (B) above, but before final rejection or allowance, and Applicants 
have made the necessary certification. 

Counsel certifies that, upon information and belief, each item of information listed herein was 
either (a) first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or (b) was not first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the knowledge 
of undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, was not known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

[X] 2. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, this IDS includes a list (e.g., form 
PTO/SB/08A) of all patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by the 
office, either incorporated into this IDS or as an attachment hereto. A copy of each document listed is 
attached, except as explained below. 
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[X] 3. Other information being provided for the examiner's consideration follows: 



Documents A1-A4, Bl, and CI were cited by the Office in reference to U.S. Patent 
Application No. 09/429,360, Confirmation No.5832, filed October 28, 1999. 

Documents A5-A8 were cited by the Office in reference to U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/421,279, Confirmation No. 3900, filed October 20, 1999. 



4. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this IDS should not 
be construed as a representation that a search has been made or that information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 (b), or that any cited 
document listed or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise indicated, the date of 
publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item, and Applicant reserves the night to 
prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

Cross Reference Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.78 To Related Applications 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.78, Applicant notes that the above-identified patent application may 
be related to the following U.S. Patent Applications: 

(1) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/429,360, Confirmation No.5832, entitled 
"PERSONAL COMPUTER SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR PROVING DATES IN DIGITAL 
DATA FILE," filed October 28, 1999; 

(2) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/421,279, Confirmation No. 3900 entitled "SMART 
CARD SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR PROVING DATES IN DIGITAL DATA FILES,", filed 
October 20, 1999; and 

(3) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/609,645, entitled "SMART CARD SYSTEM AND 
METHODS FOR PROVING DATES IN DIGITAL IMAGING FILES,", filed July 3, 2000. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 50,906 
VENABLE LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 344-4800 
Telefax: (202) 344-8300 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 
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Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031"+" 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Ad erf 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid QMS control number. 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/609,646 



July 3, 2000 



Steven W. TEPPLER 



2132 



Curcio, James A. F. 



32801-164818 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Qted Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines. Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


tl Kind Code 2 
Number 

(if known) 




Al 






Asay et a!. 


05-1999 






A2 


6,226,744 




Murphy et al. 


05-2001 






A3 


6,209,091 


Bl 


Sudia et al. 


03-2001 






A4 


6,237,096 


Bl 


Bisbee et al. 


05-2001 






A5 


6,047,282 
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Wilson et al. 


04-04-2000 






A6 


6,356,937 


Bl 


Montville et al. 


03-12-2002 






A7 


6,449,255 


Bl 


Waclawsky 


09-10-2002 
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6,442,691 


Bl 


Bland ford 


08-27-2002 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee 
or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




r^ur 3 „, u 4 Kind Code 5 
Office Number . 

(if known) 




Bl 


UK 


2323455 
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Fiore 


09-1998 























































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. s Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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OTHER PRIOR ART -- NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL Lb I I bRS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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D. Mills, "Simple Network Time Protocol (SNTP) Version 4 for IPva, IPv6, and OSI", October 1996. 
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Office Action for Application 09/421,279, September 15, 2003, 
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Final Office Action for Application 09/421,279, January 29, 2004. 
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Office Action for Application 09/429,360, January 15, 2004. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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